The Arab Economic Forum

For the 15th consecutive year, the Arab Economic Forum (AEF) will be held in Beirut, Lebanon on 4-5 May 2007 with the participation of more than 1000 high profile government and business leaders from 35 countries. 

AEF 2007 comes at a time of mixed prospects for the Arab world with rising oil surpluses and a fast pace of economic reform and liberalization fueling accelerated project spending, and providing an unprecedented boost to economic growth. 

With its heavy and rising attendance, AEF 2007 will provide a unique platform to network with policy makers, field experts, industry observers, ministers, officials and representatives of inter-governmental organizations and discuss the ongoing developments and major economic and business issues in the Arab world. The Forum panelists will provide participants with cutting-edge information to help them keep pace with the fast-changing business climate. The forum enjoys extensive media coverage, attracting more than 100 international and regional media representatives. 

"Building on Success.. Facing up to New Challenges" will be the main theme for AEF 2007, which will focus on how the Arab world can build on its successes in recent years in terms of reform, economic growth and rising financial surpluses to move forward and meet the many remaining challenges ahead.. Main topics include the following: 

· The oil boom, economic reform and the shape of the future Arab economy. 

· The road ahead for the Arab oil and gas industry. 

· The reform agenda: What has been achieved, what remains to be done. 

· The regional project order book and its implications for investment and financing prospects. 

· Developing the role of the private sector in project finance and execution. 

· The outlook for banking in the region and the role of international banks. 

· Islamic banking and its potential in project finance. 

· Mega real estate projects and their impact on property markets around the region. 

· Where are Arab stock markets headed in 2007. 

· Role of private equity in developing value in the Arab corporate sector. 

· Reshaping Arab corporations on the road to globalization. 

· Global investing in 2006. 

The 2007 Arab Economic Forum will also include a special ceremony to honor the lifetime achievements of a number of Arab government and business leaders. 

AEF is organized by Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal and the Central Bank of Lebanon in partnership with the International Finance Corporation (IFC) of the World Bank and the Association of Banks in Lebanon. 

For more information on AEF and the sponsorship opportunities, please contact Mrs. Ghada Baz at: 
Tel: +961 1 780 200
Fax: +961 1 780 206
Email: ghada.baz@iktissad.com 
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