Fidar Bridge in Its Before Last Phase
60% of Fidar Bridge Completed, Works Expected to Be Finished Before Time
Byblos Bank (Donor), the CDR (Representing the Republic of Lebanon as Owner), La Constructa (Representing Byblos Bank as Project Manager), Dar Al Handasah Shair & Partners (Designer and Technical Supervisor) and BETHE (Elie Selwan as Contractor) all gathered today Wednesday March 28 at 11 o’clock at the work site of the Fidar Bridge to witness the one before last phase of the bridge reconstruction, the installation of pre-cast beams and to brief the Lebanese citizens concerned on the reconstruction status. 
Hit by the Israeli bombs during July’s 2006 war, the Fidar Bridge is considered the second largest bridge having been hit (after the Mdeirej) with a reconstruction cost nearing USD 4 million. Its importance lies in the fact that it joins an international road which connects Beirut and the South to Jbeil and the North of Lebanon. “Bridges are typically a sign of Unity and Connection, which explains why they were hit”, declared Joumana Bassil Chelala, Head of Marketing and Retail Products at Byblos Bank. Byblos Bank’s commitment to the reconstruction of the Fidar Bridge emphasized the Bank’s vision of a united and connected Lebanon, showing its commitment to its citizens, community and country and defying the ruthless destruction by quick and better rebuilding. “It is our foremost responsibility to ensure as much as possible the well-being of the Lebanese community and provide them with the most basic connection means”, continued Chelala. “All parties are working around the clock to ensure the fastest completion of the bridge and relieve the Lebanese living in the region from the hassle of traffic congestion and commuting problems caused by the destruction of the bridge; and we have hopes that the bridge will be available for commuting earlier than expected”.

About the technical specifications of the bridge, Walid Marchi, General Manager of La Constructa explained: “Aside from technical compliance, time and environment were the issues most emphasized on when choosing the design. Today, we have reached 60% of the construction”. At the initial stages, most activities were underground. Approximately 1000m space of 1 m (diameter) piles has been built underground to support the foundations. Activities now are more visible as the columns are nearing completion and the pre-cast beams are being placed. At the moment, a 90m in length launching beam (a beam crane) has been mobilized to lift the 34-meter long and 50-ton weight pre-cast beams and put them in their place. “After the beams are laid, a deck will be placed then concrete and asphalt … and the bridge will be ready to use”, confirmed Marchi. 
The applied design meets state of the art technical specifications: 140m length, 25m height and 30m width (15m in each direction) with 3 lanes and a walkway in each direction”. The new bridge, expected to be finished earlier than first forecast, fits international standards and is concerned with security issues: “it is anti-seismic for the earthquake zone of Lebanon with the columns and footings being built so as to avoid the natural flow of the river preserving thus the environment.”
It is worth mentioning that the full support, cooperation and dedication of all parties involved in the project and the relatively mild winter season made possible the speed of completion. (Byblos Bank – Press Release)
