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Mediterranean Sea + Oil Spill = Black Sea

Oil Spill Clean-up

On July 13 and 15 during the Israeli bombardment of Lebanon, the heavy fuel storage tanks of Jieh Power station were hit. As a result, around 10,000 to 15,000 tonnes of heavy fuel oil (IFO 150) spilled into the Eastern Coast if the Mediterranean Sea sporadically polluting over 150 km of the Lebanese coastline and beyond. Lebanon’s reaction to this crisis during the war started immediately with prevention and then mobilized resources (nationally and internally) towards remediation. 

The oil spill had adverse impacts on 

Public Health
Where short term adverse effects such as nausea, headaches and dermatological problems in residents living close to the effected areas or in beach goers getting in touch with the oil. 

Environmental Health
Here the severity of the impacts varied depending on the sensitivity and importance of the site. For example, one of the sites that have been polluted is Palm Island Nature Reserve which has indigenous marine plants and animals and is a very important site for migratory birds as well as being the nesting place of the Logerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) and Green turtle (Chelonya mydas).

Other impacts here relate to the physical alteration of natural habitats due to oil sedimentation and adherence to rock surfaces and sand.
Economy 
This includes impacts on coastal tourism where sandy, rocky and shallow reefs of the Lebanese coast need to be treated and the physical presence of the fuel is removed to allow trust to be rebuilt in this sector especially where beach-based tourism is a major economic activity in Lebanon and constituted a major part of the Lebanon’s gross domestic product (GDP).

The heavy impact of the oil spill was mostly felt by the coastal community where the livelihoods of these low income social groups along the coast was handicapped.

The cost of treatment of the oil spill is estimated at 115 million Euros. The assistance that Lebanon has received to date is less than 5% of the needed financial resources. Nonetheless, progress has been made in the treatment of the pollution along the coastline with the minimal resources that have been made available. To date, around 1000 m3 of easy to remove liquid fuel has been recovered, and around 6000 m3 of pollutes waste (includes heavily polluted sand, garbage, debris and equipment) from sites that were accessible.
The criteria set by the Ministry of Environment to establish priorities in order to make best use of the resources made available for Lebanon to alleviate the adverse effects of the oil spill were as follows:
· To capture and remove free floating mobile oil from the sea and where it had pooled in confined areas 
· To prioritize where there is direct human contact with the oil 

· To prioritize where the oil spill hampers economic activities such as fisheries, tourism etc

· To prioritize where there is a direct threat to environmentally and / or culturally important sites

· Following the South to North sea water and wind currents
Not much could have been achieved without the support of the international community, the local private sector, the local and central administrations, the local NGO’s and knowledgeable academics. 
The struggle continues…

We have to keep our planet healthy because we have no where else to go…
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