Ministry of Social Affairs Activity

The Ministry of Social Affairs is pursuing its social support and rehabilitation activities by coordinating among national and international NGOs to facilitate work and avoid duplication between different stakeholders. Its main activities cover the following:

· Through Development Services Centers: the Ministry continues to provide health services such as vaccination, child and pregnant women care, medical examinations and other services; social services such as field follow-up for families, psychological support and other services; as well as educational services such as children entertainment and social recreation for the returning displaced. These centers also constitute a coordination focal point among a large number of NGOs and other active entities, such as UN organizations for the provision of food and non-food items and services, as well as the execution of social activities for the displaced returning to the South and to Beirut Southern Suburbs

· Through a mechanism put together for the distribution of food portions to the poor and marginalized families by the HRC:  this mechanism sets the standards for the selection of beneficiary families and the distribution and monitoring procedures. It proposes forming local committees in villages constituted by representatives of municipalities, centers of development services, and NGOs in order to guarantee transparency and equity in distribution

· Through coordinating the work of local and international associations:  the Ministry plays a major role in organizing, facilitating, and coordinating the work of these associations through organizing sectoral gatherings to determine the needs and work plans, establishing the connection among NGOs and donors to receive donations and funds, providing legal consultations related to foreign associations activities in Lebanon, and coordinating with the Lebanese Customs to issue customs' exemptions for Lebanese associations working in relief activities as well as for donations from Arab and foreign organizations

· Coordinating recovery activities through the web portal: this portal provides comprehensive information on interventions related to recovery plans and activities in Lebanon.  It also highlights the needs of the displaced persons returning to their regions, and offers data on local and international associations providing support and relief to the returning displaced.  This portal is available on the following web address: www.lebanon-support.org
On another level, the Ministry is currently involved in a series of preparatory studies for the coming period focused on evaluating war impact on Lebanese families, especially on marginalized groups and productive sectors, tracing the resulting social needs and drafting work plans for social recovery.  These studies are carried out in coordination with UNDP, the World Bank, and the Central Administration of Statistics.

In the same context, the Ministry prepared, in collaboration with the Ministry of Economy and Trade and the Hariri Foundation, and with the support of the Secretariat General of the League of Arab States – Economic Division, a meeting for local and regional civil society institutions that took place along the extraordinary session of the Arab Economic and Social Council in Beirut on the 16th of October 2006. It was agreed during this meeting to establish “the Arab Relief Organization”, based on Hariri Foundation’s request, that will act as a platform that brings together civil society organizations, Arab social and humanitarian leaders, private sector institutions, and experts in the fields of health, education, social, and relief in general.

