De-mining

According to statistics carried out by the Lebanese Army's National De-mining Office (NDO), more than one million of cluster bombs spread over an estimated area of 32 million squared meters resulted from the latest Israeli aggression. In addition, there remain around 430,000 unexploded land mines left over after the Israeli withdrawal in 2000.

So far, the Lebanese Army, together with the UN Mine Coordination Center (UNMACC), the UAE, and a number of NGO's, were able to clear large surfaces affected of around 8 million squared meters. In addition, 90,000 cluster bombs were cleared, as were around 309 aircraft bombs, around 35 aircraft missiles, around 2,200 rockets, and around 1,139 of various UXO's.

It is important to note the substantial economic impact caused by cluster bombs, especially affecting the farming community, as farmers are unable to use their land and benefit from its produce because of the danger of UXOs. Moreover, priority in clearing has so far been concentrated on public roads, schools and housing areas in order to restore normalcy to the daily life of residents of Southern villages. 

Work underway is expected to continue, and the number of teams operating in this field is expected to reach 50 before year-end. 

The NDO conducted, since the ceasing of hostilities on the 14th of August 2006, 175 lectures to raise awareness on the risks associated with UXO's to the residents of 198 affected villages. The NDO also assisted UXO victims, coordinating with the Ministries of Health & Social Affairs to this end.

In terms of funding, the Lebanese Government’s participation amounts to USD4 million yearly budget for the de-mining and UXO clearance activities; the Government has received further funding from the UAE and the UN, which will secure continuation of activities until yearend 2007.

In the same environmental context, the government asked UNEP to prepare a complete assessment on all environmental damages resulting from the latest Israeli aggression, including oil spill, hazards emanating from destructed gas stations, mines and UXO's problems, possible contamination of drinking water and wastewater in hospitals' areas, hazardous material emanating from destructed generators or buildings or oil pipelines, as well as the negative effects of the damaged oil tanks at the airport. This report is expected to be out by year end 2006.

