Beirut media forum sets qualitative standards for Arab media venues

Beirut is to host the fourth Arab Media Forum in April 2007, the Secretary-General of the organization Madhi Al-Khamis said on Saturday.

"The (upcoming) forum will mark a qualitative step forward" in the organization's history due to the importance of the Lebanese capital for Arab media specifically after the recent armed confrontation with Israel, Al-Khamis told the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA).

He added that Lebanese Information Minister Ghazi Al-Aridi had welcomed the idea of holding the fourth meeting of the forum in the Lebanese capital. The first two meetings were held in Kuwait while the third meeting was held in Cairo earlier this year.

The minister also expressed Lebanese Prime Minister Fouad Al-Siniora's endorsement of the idea of staging the forum in Lebanon.

Al-Khamis said the forum was a "unique event in the Arab world" and would be attended and encouraged by the majority of private and public media groups in Lebanon.

He added that the media have become "the major nerve center of everyday life" while the information industry was more effective than other industries. He called on Arabs to have their own information instruments.

He said that the forum committee was putting the last touches on the Beirut venue.

He added that he had called for the Beirut meeting to focus on a possible dialogue among the Arab and Western civilizations. (KUNA)
