Environmental damage assessment projects

The Ministry of Environment is launching environmental damage assessment projects to assess the environmental damage caused by the latest Israeli war on Lebanon. The Ministry is working very closely with the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme the Post Conflict Assessment Unit, the World Bank, the Council of Development and Research and El Ard consultancy. The projects interconnect and complete each other where scientific, economical, analytical and multidisciplinary research will be carried out in a combination of methodologies involving field work and laboratory work. 

With regards to the Oil Spill:
· An NGO called “Bahr Lubnan” has joined the Oil Spill Operations and Coordination Centre (OSOCC) at the Ministry of Environment following decision 103/2006 by Prime Minister Fouad Saniora and they have put their resources at the disposal of the oil spill cleanup operations. Around 80 volunteers and labourers of Bahr Lubnan are already working on Ramlet Al Bayda under the guidance of the French team of experts. 

· An Italian team of experts will be arriving soon with diving equipment to carry out a survey along the sea bed off the coast of Lebanon to identify any sunken oil spots. They will be working with Greenpeace, Bahr Lubnan and a Lebanese Diving Association. 

· Work is continuing in Byblos, Fisherman’s Wharf, Ramlet al Bayda and Jieh. 

· Movenpick marina has been cleared of free floating oil by the Lebanese Navy. A total of 60m3 of oil was extracted there. The Movenpick hotel will be finalizing the cleanup of the piers and pontoons that were polluted with high pressure cleaners. 

