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Under the Auspices of the President of the Council of Ministers, H.E. Fouad Saniora

Back in Business

Conference on the economic recovery of Lebanon 

November 9-10 2006

Following the war, Lebanon has now entered into a phase of recovery. While attention has until now been focused on infrastructure works and fast cash transfer activities, the revival of the economy and the reinvigoration of the private sector should come next. Many parties are undertaking surveys, conducting studies, and presenting recommendations. 

Lebanon Opportunities is organizing a conference focused on the economic recovery of the country. It is intended to be a forum for interaction and dialogue between the public sector and the private sector together with other stakeholders such as international donors and labor.

Target audience
1) Government officials: ministers, parliamentarians, and Ministries DGs

2) Business leaders: Chambers of Commerce, Trade associations

3) Managers at large and medium size companies, SME owners)

4) Arab business people and investors

5) Diplomatic corps: Ambassadors and commercial attachés

6) Organizations: World Bank, IFC, UNDP, development banks, large NGOs

7) Press

Invitations and promotion
More than 10,000 invitations will be issued to Lebanon Opportunities subscribers, and be made to attract non-resident visitors among Lebanese living abroad and citizens of the Arab Gulf. Advertisements will be made in the daily press to promote the event. A special website will be made available for conference registration. An email campaign will be undertake to promote the event.
Themes and tentative program
Recovery: The role of the public sector: Reform and Initiatives

Recovery: The role of the private sector: The Chambers of Commerce, Association of Industrialists, Association of tourism syndicates, Association of banks, Businessmen association

Recovery: What are donors going to do? The World Bank, IFC, UNDP, USAID, European Union, Arab funds, Islamic funds

Economic outlook: Discussion paper and panel discussion

Confidence Building: The Message, Communicating the message: How to do that? Tracking recovery: How-to?

Testimonials: (At lunch or dinner hosted by the PM); Testimonial from Believers: Lebanese business stars, Testimonial from Arab investors, Testimonial from foreign companies

Towards a modernized social contract

· Labor union, an economist, a government representative

Business practice

A. Problem solving

· Practical guide to dealing with labor issues: 

a lawyer, employer, labor union

· How to deal and negotiate with your bank

Bank Credit officer, Kafalat, case studies

· Breaking barriers to trade 

B. Business development: Restoring demand

· Real estate: Taking stock (Solidere, Developers, Brokers)

· Public Works: Where are the opportunities? (CDR, Ministry of Public works, Contractors)

· Tourism: Kick starting the sector again (Ministry of Tourism, Syndicates of tourism, industry players)

· Advertising: Resuscitation (Ad agencies, major clients, Arab Ad)

· Industrial modernization (ELCIM, case studies)

· Stock Market: Lebanese stocks

